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Tat Panjali AlAbär of the 28th February, 
The cession of Herat to to the question 
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wo ſail to 
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the latter. If the Government ‘wishes: to 


lieve), as the Oivil and 
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abandon their friendship with Russia without cause. It vill 
be remembered that at the time of the conclusion of the Berlin 
treaty in 1878 Russia ceded Kebris, a Turkish provines: in 
Asia, to Persia. We have never bestowed a similar favour 
on Persia. We, on the contrary, prevented her some yeats 
ago from regaining possession of Seistan, which formerly 
belonged. to ber. To- eede Herat to Persia would be tantw 
mount to making it over to Russia. We have undertaken 
the present Kabul war in order to prevent the Russians from 
interfering in the affairs of Afghanistan, and the ‘wat ‘fies 
entailed heavy losses upon us in men and money. Would We 
not be defeating that object by placing the key of that country 
in their hands? If the Government is unwilling to ‘allow 
Herat to remain in the hands of the Afghans, it should make 


it a British province. If Russia ici against — 
we e should defy her. 


‘ 


The Anjuman-ie-Panjab of the 27th 3 arial to 
8 the rumour about the intention off the 
Government to appoint Hashim Khan, 
the son of Sharif Khan; the new Amir of Kabul, and the with 
drawal of British troops to ‘Jalalabad, remarks that it won 
not be wise to appoint. a new Amir at present. We are nok ya 
aware what are Abdul Rahman Kban's wishes and what 
‘strength. If we retire aie Afghanisten without 


send expeditions to tha ‘ ntry. We 3 Sak a place tld , ube r 
im Khan or any other man on the throne and withdraw aur 
troops until we haws overcome. Abdul Rahman Piel ist 
ance and restored * ond order in the eT tg 
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objectionable on several grounds. In ‘the frst. place. we 
would have to guarantee the protection of Persia. against 
Russian invasion, which would be a great responsibility. 
Secondly, the new Amir of Kabul (if we appoint one), and 
the other Afghan Sardars would be much dissatisfied with the 
disintegration of their kingdom and the cession of a large 
province like Herat,te, their-old enemies, the Persians, . The. 
ceggion might lead to a quarrel between them, which would. 
offer the Russians a good opportunity to interfere.in the 
affuirs of Afghanistan, and: this it is-our. object. to. prevent. 
Thirdly, as Merv is a more fertile province than Herat, Persia 
would prefer to accept the former. If we are really anxious 
to maintain our prestige in Central Asia, we should depend 
upon our own strength, and not rely upon i aid of avarici- 
ous friends. | 


The same paper of the 3rd March approves of the Circulation, 
establishment of a Russian Consul at 


Th t of 
a Tis pga at Bom- Bombay on the ground that it will 


Maes give the Russians an opportunity of 
becoming acquainted with the fact of what rapid intellec- 
tual; moral, and material progress the country is making 
under British rule, how faithfully the native chiefs and the. 
people are attached to the British Government, and what 
great resources the Government of India has at its disposal. 
A correot knowledge on the part of the Russians of the state of 
things in the oountry is caloulated to convince them that 
their evil designs against this country’ have not. the least 
chance of success.. We should also establish a Britiah Consul 

in Central Asia in order to be acquainted. with their proceed- 
ings in that partof the country. At present we have no good 
means of obtaining trustworthy information about Central 
Asian affairs. The newe supplied by the correspondents . of 
the public press is never of recent-date. We did not hear of 
the late Amir Sher Ali intriguing nice alo 12 . f 
sian etic had arrived re BOT Ades GE See 
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‘The Rohbar-i- Hind of the 2nd March urges that’ eer 
ernment should not adcept the offd 
Tsay — br ok the Mabaraja of Kashmir for thé 
mo frontier. a n supply of ponies for transport service 
on the frontier, as the collection of 
ponies has 180 a new means in the bands of the stats offt? 
cials of extorting bribes from the people who have erg 
severely suffered from famine. 


The Jaipur Gazette of the 28th February states: that 
The curtailment of mar- the Hindus i in Jaipur, like those in 
riage expenses, Jaipur. other parts of India, are very “extra- 
vagant in celebrating the marriages of their children. They 
specially give feasts to thousands of men on such occasions. 
This.evil custom often leads to the ruin of well-to-do: persons. 
The Maharaja, who takes a deep interest in the welfare ‘of 
his subjects, could not tolerate such an evil custom. He lately. 
called the leading members of each section of the community 
and advised them to frame some rules, in consultation with 
their caste-fellows, with a view ot checking their marriage 
expenses, His advice has had the desired nem e 
giving offence to any person. is lives dn 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION: **-* 1 wel 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 2nd March, in ne 
to the Budget for 1880-81, re 

that the finances of the country were 
so ably manipulated last year that, although the public — 
treasury had to bear. a great deal of extraordinary oxpen- 
diture, specially on account of the famine relief, the wat , and 
the construction of the frontier railways, there was a surp pias Or 
several millions sterling at the close of the year, which reflevés® 
great credit upon the Financial Minister. Our comnt b 
men will be glad to hear that no new tax will be -introdnesd) 
Even the extension of the license tax to the officisl aad 


The Budget for 1880-81. 
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the limit of minimum, taxable inoome in regard to the traders 

hag heen, increased from Rs. 200 to Rg, 500. The „ 
duty, on lac, and indigo has been abolished. ‘Some persons arge O80 
are of opinion that the cost of the Afghan war should not 

fall on the Indian treasury, but should be paid by Hagland. 
We pointed out in a late issue that there was no reason why 
England should pay. it. We highly approve of the remarks 
made by Sir J ohn Strachey on this subject. 


The Bharat Bandhu and the Arya Mitra of the o7th 

February express great satisfaction at 3 
the non-extension of the license taxto 42 
the official and penal classes, and the exemption of all 
incomes below Rs, 500 in the case of traders from the tar. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the Ird March has published the Cireulation, 


The Muhammadan Fa- fatwa given by Maulvi Zajfikar Haidar 
mily Kndowment Bill. against the Hon' ble Sayyad A 
Khan’s Muhammadan Family Endowment Bill. 


5 e Mashtr-i-Quisar (Lucknow) of the 27th February, in 
regard to the same Bill, remarks that 
the Musalmans are. strongly’ opposed 
to it. All thoughtful and experienced men are of opinion 
that evil instead of good will accrue from it, if it is passed, a 
Few Musalmans consider Sayyad Ahmad Khan a Musalman. 1 
He has even been declared an unbeliever. In these circum- 4 
atunces, if all the learned and influential Musalmans dont (rn? 
approve of the Bill, the Government, should not pass it. 7 — 


The Saſi i- Ilind (Amritsar) of the 28th February highly: 
The establishmentofan 2PProves of the intention of the Indien a 
‘aie in boone by the Association of Calcutta to estabili 
"agitate Indian an Agent at London to agitate Indian 
n questions in England. The Assooia- 
tion wishes to raise ons and a half iakhs of rupees 22 
fuind do defrey his expenses. As he is to go as „. opr 
tative of ‘India, and not of gb ne; ail the pro 
should. contribute to the fund. “The 


‘The sare subj ect, 
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native states and the well-to-do classes of the — wilh 
gladly contribute their share. at go 


| The Anjuman-i- Panjab (Lahore) of the * Februs 8 


The Irish Famine Relief states that it is a matter of great ba i „ 
Fond. faction that committees have ‘best 


established i in every province in India to collect subscriy ptic nf 
on behalf of the famine-stricken people in Ireland, and that 
the native chiefs in all parts of the oountry have begun 00 
contribute liberally towards the fund. The Nizam and be 
higher officers have contributed Rs. 50,000. But it 
be regretted that the native states of the Panjab have 9270 
shown much enthusiast in the matter, nor is the fund start 
by the proprietor of the Civil and Military Gasette progresti g 
f - gatisfactorily. Our contemporary says that the amount col 
lected up to this time is so small that it is ‘ashamed to wan 
tion it. Our countrymen should remember what ‘gree 
sympathy the British nation displayed towards the peop 
of Madras during the late famine. The Irish famine hdd 
offered us an opportunity to show our appreciation’ of that 


sympathy. We wish that the Panjab should not be eka 


2 * all 


the other provinces on this occasion, | „ ae 
4 8 at bas 


Circulation, The Jalwa Tür (Meerut) of the Ist March states thatthe he 
N le hav ly recovered from. 

7 poopie have. scarcely IN BG ,. 
the retrenchment of pub- the effects of the late widespread: sam) 
es net ness when they are threatened byt be 
levy of the yearly license tax. The tax must press. FR 
severely upon those who manage with great diffiugligy 


of tazation has q nite disheart aned the people. The red 10 ion 
of public expenditure is another evil to which 7225 ‘al 2 5 
exposed. It is to be regretted that the Government doce ar 
carefully think over a thing before doing it. If it dis 
a fow muharrirs and chaprass in each district, the, a 
saving effected in, this way would not replenish its 5 1 
e But we can suggest “measures which wou 


Ve ear ee wn 5 Ppa 
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lurgely retrench ‘the public expenditure : without affect- 
ing the efficiency of the administration. ‘The pay ofthe 
Governor of Bombay should be reduced from Rs. 10,000 to 
Rs, 6, 000, and that of the Viceroy from Re. 22, 000 to 
Re. 10, 000, as bas been euggested by a contemporary. 
The reduction of the pay of these two officers alone would 
lead to an annual saving of Rs. 1.92, 000, and it would not 
be difficult to find competent men for there offices on the 

reduced pay. The Comm. issionerships. in the North-West- 
ern Provinces and Oudh should be abolished. All that the 
Commissioners have to, do is to send the letters of the Board 
of Revenue to the Collectors, and those of the Collectors to 
the Board. The District Judges can do this work i in addition 
to their own duties without difficulty. In the Panjab there 
are DO separate Judges, and the Commissioners do both the 
revenue and judicial work. There are 12 commit sioners i in 
the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. Suppose their 
average pay is Ks. 2,500. If their apf ointments were sbo- 
lished, there would be an annual, saving of Rs 3,60,000, 


Moreover, the pay. of Magistrates should le. reduced from 


Rs 2,250 to ‘Rs 1,200, that of Joint. Magistrates. to Rs. 800, 
and that of Assistant. Magistrates to Rs. 250. The above 
reale of pay proposed by us cannot be considered teo low, 
and would lead tu a very large saving. If the object.of the 
Government is to 


bend our necks to receive the blow. We have fall religiow 
liberty and enjoy every kind of ease snd comfort, under Britis 


rule; but it is to be regretted that the heavy. ea tase 


tion prevents us from appreciating these g e 


The Jaipur Gazette of the 28th Feb 7 ry aura to the 


The impressment of car- 
riage for the Naga Hills 
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that they have been called | upon to say 


to cppress only its poor subjects, it is a 
different thing. In that case we weet remain silent and quietly 3 
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State. The natives _— meet such sidan egal n 
grumbling. : } | rot 


The Rahbar-i “Hind (Lahore) of the 2nd M arch pai 
The Subordinate Judicial n communicated article, in which the 
Bervice, Panjab. writer gives the following statement 
of the officers . in the Subordinate Judicial Service, 
Pan jab :— 


1 7 
22 
ee , 
* 
1 


Class of officers. 


tians. 


Native Chris- 


ant 


—— — 


Extra Assistant Commissioners, 
"Tahsildars eee ese ooo 
Munsif ese * 


In commenting upon. the above statement, the 9 remark i nih 0 
that chere are 19 European Extra Assistant 2 110 


— 


natives, who are not as a rule eligible for the ee wht 1 

the public service. Messrs. Anderson, Keogh, and Browns, 
have lately been appointed Officiating Extra Assistant Com- 
missioners. The preponderance of the Musalman element in 


dus. The Hindus should tty to improve their adm * istra ive 
ability. The number of the Musalman officers is 58 — 
what small compared with the Hindus, there being 1 
Musalman officers against 171 Hindus. Looking at . * 
number of the Native Christians in the province, th 2 iS: ade N 
be considered to have a fair share of the Subordinate J 

Service. As the proportion of the Hindn and Me 
population is nearly equalin every district, there 
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elwafs: n equal number of Hindu and Musalmas officers: 
Moreover, tahsildars of the same caste should not be re- 
peatedly sent to any place. When,a place is long under 
tahsildars of the same caste, the religious liberty of the other 
classes suffers. 


The same paper states that it appears from the London tele - 
3 gram of the 14th February that Sir 
representatives of natives David Wedderburn delivered a speech 
Wang 1 Parliament, urging that the repre- 
sentatives of natives should be admitted to the Indian Legis- 
lative Council. The Under-Secretary of State for India 
replied that it would be impossible for a long time to come to 
extend the representative system to India. He should 
have proved why it is impossible to do so at present. Per- 
haps his opinion is based on no other ground than the 
alleged incapacity of natives, But the fact of the matter 
is that-education has already made so much progress in the 
country that it would not be difficult to fiad men not only fit 
to sit in the Legislative Council, but capable of performing the 
duties of Viceroy and the Secretary of State. The natives are 
auxious to have a voice in the administration of their country. 
They wish that they should not only be represented in the 
Legislative Council, but that a Parliament should be estab- 
lished in India. We are very thank ful to Sir David Wedder- 
bara for: his motion in Ferien’. 


11 1 


27 * eee of the same paper, 1 from Hissar, 

Tue treatment of pri- states that the law has provided both 
soners in Jails. . simple and rigorous imprisonment for : 
ern The object. of the law is that those conyicts who 
are not strong enough to bear rigorous impris 


hard dabour, die. in the.prisop. . Ted dges sho 
— et = che. condition 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 
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before inflicting punishment vpon them. The jail authorities 
also do not act in strict accordance with the law. According 
to law prisoners should not as a rule be loaded with i irons, but 
still almost all prisoners are so loaded. According to law 
the superintendent of a jail should exact labour from each pri- 
soner according to his strength, but this rule is not observed 
in practice. Prisoners often die of overwork. No indul- 
gence is shown to respectable classes of prisoners in regan 
to food and clothes. They * be treated in the same bite 
as Europeans. 


The Kashi Patria of the 27th February states that vo- 
coination is the best preventive of small 

pox, and urges that all educated and 
influential natives should try to encourage it among. ‘their 
ignorant countrymen. The zamindars and talukdars can d, 0 
a great deal in this matter. If a landholder vaccinates ‘his 


Vaccination. 


children, all his tenants readily follow his example. The per- 


vince of Kumaun, where vaccination has become a po dlar 
custom, is almost entirely free from the ravages of small-por. bor 
Benares bas also made great progress in vacoination Sib 
the last three: years. The raises of this city not only vaccinal 5 
their own children, but meet together once or twice 2 mon 


during the vaccination season at the Carmichael a 
devise means for the enoouragement of vaccination. 


The Dabtr-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 28th Februa 
The Irish Famine Relief in regard to the prevalence of dist 


Fund. from high prices in Ireland, mite 


that, in view of the relief rendered by the Irish to ‘India 
during the late Bengal and Madras famines and the constant 
agitation of Indian matters in Parliament by the Irish Me shor 
the natives should contribute subscriptions for the relief of 
the Irish sufferers. It would be well if the Govetnm 1 
the North-Western Provinces were to give permission to the. 
district officers to establish committees for thé coll 0 ou OF 
subscriptions for the purpose. As regards the AMA 
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district, although the condition of the people is not good 
owing to the heavy assessment of land revenue and the levy 
of many taxes, we hope that the Commissioner, the Judge, 
and the Collector will try to collect ee on behalf 
of the Irish. 


The Pramod Sindhu (Amraoti) of the 1st March states: 
W In a late issue of the Pramod Sindhu 
Haidarabad Assigned Dis- we pointed out the necessity of hold- 
re ing a Pleaders’ examination in Berar 
(see page 952 of the Selections for the week ending the, 6th 
December, 1879), and perhaps the question is at present 
under the consideration of the Government. It is ramoured 
that two or three pleaders of Bombay have lately been admit- 
ted ta the province; but in our opinion no new admissions 
should have been made until the question has been. decided. 
We have heard that some time ago the educated natives of 
the province submitted a memorial to the Commissioner, pray- 
ing that a Pleadership examination should be established 
in the province. When there are men in the province anxious 
to be admitted to the local bar, why should outsiders be im- 
ported? Such a course is unjust to the former, and calculated 
to discourage the spread of education in the province. It is 
believed that some time ago a circular was issued by the 
Commissioner to the effect that natives would be preferred 
to the inhabitants of other provinces for admission to the 
public service in Berar. We do not see any reason why 
this policy should not be pursued in regard to the bar. 


_ fhe Koh-i-Nér of the 28th February, in regard to the pro- 
posed reduction of the allowances of the 

. —. of the Viceroy, the Governors, and other 
15 high officials of State, remarks that it 
would not be wise to reduce the pay of the Viceroy and the 
Governors. The Government has fixed large s salaries for these 
officials in order that it may be able to secure the’ services 


of men who not only possess great in 


Circulation, 
250 copies. 
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250 copies. 
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of rank and position. There is, however, room for retrench- 
ment in the outfit allowances paid to them on their first ap- 
pointment to India. The Viceroy gets no less than £10,000 


as outfit allowance. As regards the reduction of the pay of 
the Bishops, there seems to be no reason why the whole Eeclesi- 


_ astical Department shonld not be abolished at such à time of 


financial pressure. When the Government pays nothing to the 
Hindu and Muhammadan priests, why should it provide: for 
the spiritual wants of the Christians at the public expense? 


The Mitra Vilas (Lahore) of the Ist March publishes: a 
rad Nes e 1 Hindi translation of an extract from 
ment of the native troops Vanity Fair, in which a correspond; 
r ent of the latter refers to the alleged 
ill-treatment of the native troops in Afghanistan. The! G0 
respondent states that it appears from computation ‘that ‘the 

deductions made from the pay of the native troops on accdd 
of clothing and other charges amounted to five months” pay 
in one year. He then refers to the fact that provisions’ are 
supplied gratis to the troops, but they are of very interier 
quality. The flour which is given to the troops is à mfkture 
of flour, chaff, and dust in nearly equal proportions,,. The 
native troops have to cut and hew wood for the Bur 1 | 
troops, and to clean their guns and shoes, &c, But still the 
native soldiers display more coolness and courage id battle 
than the Europeans. nda x. 
RAILWAY. e sc - 


The Dabtr-i-Hind (Allahabad) of the 28th lobe states 
that when the down train is Tat i 
reaching Benares, passengers 2 
‘have booked themselves for Jaunpur generally miss te 
Jaunpur train, It should be remembered that they. have | 
go over the river in order to get into the J aunpur in. 
When they are left behind, they have to wait at Benares or 
twelve hours. If the time for the departure of the Jaunpur 
train from Benares were delayed one hour, they would ‘gt 
miss the train and would be saved all inconvenience. 


9 railway complaint. 


except those situated int the civil sta- 
tion, are watered at Agra. 
The Rafah Am (Sialkot) of the 24th February 8 Circulation, 
N on the 28th idem), in its local news 700 copien, 
complaint against 
the subordinate courte in column, states that a person was den- 
3 tenced by a court to pay a certain fine, 
or, in default of payment, to undergo imprisonment for one 
month. He paid the fine, but the court did not report the 
payment to the jail authorities, and consequently he was ille- 
gally detained in prison for one month. The writer also 
complains thatin some cases, although the convicts paid the 
fines inflicted upon them by the courts of law, the courts 
seized their property in order to realize the fines from its sale. 
As soon as Mr. T. W. Smyth, the ‘Deputy Commissioner, 
became acquainted with this fact, he ordered the property to 
be released, 
A correspondent of the Mittra ‘Vilas of the 1st March, 

Aa writing from Bulandshahr, states that 
sub-inspector of police of the sub-inspector of police of pargana 
oon Jewar, while he was engaged i in search- 
ing a house, shot 3 man without provocation. Is it for this 
purpose that the police have been allowed to keep arms? The 
sub-inspector gave a bribe to the relatives of the deceased and 
induced them to burn the dead body and to hush up the fatal 
incident. But in the course of time the ‘matter reached the 
ear of the Magistrate, who has committed the sub-inspector 
to the sessions. He pleads that whén he went to search the 
house, he was attacked by many men. He fired his gun in 


order to frighten ‘them, and the ballet ee struck 
the deceased. 


The 3 (Lahore) of the 27th Februa 
The Chiragas fair, La- urges that the muni unicipal committee of 


hese 


40% ) 


gan fair, which is held. every year in the Shalamar Garden, 
a commercial fair, so that traders from all parts of * 
should resort Mins Fs. 


“MISCELLANEOUS. 


(Many vernacular newspapers have published the letters 
which the Government of India lately received from England 
regarding the prevalence of distress in Turkey, and which 
the Press Commiséioner sent to the editors of vernacalar 
newspapers for publication in their papers. Some papers 
strongly appeal to the charity of the natives, W of 


the Musalmans, on behalf of the Turkish sufferers.) i 
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